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The Collect 

God, the giver of life, 

whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: 

by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ 

 and make us eager to do your will, 

that we may share with the whole creation 

 the joys of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

First Reading 

Isaiah 51.1-11 

 Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,  

  you that seek the LORD. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah who bore you; 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places, 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song.  

   

 Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation; 

 for a teaching will go out from me, 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

  my salvation has gone out 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 

 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

  and look at the earth beneath; 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

 but my salvation will be for ever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended.  

 

 So the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

Second Reading 

2 Cor 9.6-11 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your 

mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every 

blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it 

is written, 

‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 

      his righteousness endures for ever.’ 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 

harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way 

for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to 

God through us; 

Gospel 

Luke 16.19-31 

Jesus told this parable to those among the Pharisees who loved 

money: ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 

fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his 

gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 

longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s 

table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor 

man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, 

where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham 

far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of 

his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 

these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during 

your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like 

manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has 

been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to 

you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” The 

man who had been rich said, “Then, father, I beg you to send 

him to my father’s house - for I have five brothers - that he may 

warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 

torment.” Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; 

they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if 

someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” 

Abraham said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the 

prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 

from the dead.”’  

Post Communion Prayer 

God our Father, 

whose Son, the light unfailing, 

has come from heaven to deliver the world 

 from the darkness of ignorance: 

let these holy mysteries open the eyes of our understanding 

that we may know the way of life, 

and walk in it without stumbling; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


